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Newborn delivered on road gets new lease of

life
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Wednesday, December 01, 2010 AT 11:36 AM (IST)

Tags: YCMH,   baby,   lease of life,   Balaji Iyer,   Pimpri

PUNE: Just hours after it was born, an infant got a new lease

of life, thanks to timely assistance by film-maker Balaji Iyer.

The little girl, now named 'Rahi', was born on November 24

on the road and had very slim chances of survival, as she was

delivered prematurely and required immediate neo-natal care

in a hospital which, then, appeared to be an impossibility.

 

Rahi was born to construction workers Vrinda Sunani and

husband Kiran, who hail from Orissa. The couple were rushing to the hospital on the

fateful day, but before they could reach Vrinda delivered the baby near Morwadi in

Pimpri.

 

Soon, a crowd gathered to witness the spectacle but no one came forward to offer

help. Iyer, who was passing by, stopped to inquire on seeing the crowd gathered on

the road.

 

On learning what had happened and realising the gravity of the situation, Iyer

immediately rushed the mother and the infant to the local municipal hospital,

Yeshwantrao Chavan Memorial Hospital (YCMH).

 

The child needed to be urgently admitted to the neo-natal intensive care unit as she

was born prematurely.

 

However, YCMH had no vacant beds and was unable to admit the mother and baby.

Iyer made frantic calls to several other hospitals but drew a blank. He then

approached Aditya Birla Memorial Hospital (ABMH) chief operating officer Rekha

Dubey and requested her to have the baby admitted.

 

The hospital responded positively and the infant was admitted to the NICU and

doctors immediately started her treatment. The hospital also offered a discount on the

treatment expenses.

 

Still, the total expense was estimated at Rs 60,000 with the baby requiring three weeks

of hospitalisation and the parents were in no position pay up. Iyer came to the rescue

once again. He narrated the Sunani couple’s plight during the meeting of the Rotary

Club of Nigdi that was held on November 26.

 

Iyer himself expressed willingness to donate a sum of Rs 5,000. This evoked

immediate response from the other members and  Rs 1,08,000 was collected within a

matter of 15 minutes! President of the club, Shrikrishna Karkare, appreciated the

work done by Iyer and it was decided to purchase an incubator from the excess

amount after meeting the hospital expenses.
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The incubator is to be donated to a local hospital in the Pimpri-Chinchwad industrial

township. Meanwhile, Rahi is reported to be in a stable condition following the medical

treatment.
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